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UPCOMING DATES: 

April 2nd-6th SPRING BREAK  
 

April 10th-18th- Milestone Testing 
o April 10th-12- ELA Sections 1,2,&3 
o April 17th-18th- MATH Sections 1 & 2 
o April 19th- SCIENCE (8th grade only) 
o April 20th- SS (8th grade only) 

 

April 26th- 5th Grade Day 
 

May 6th-11th- DC Trip 
 

May 17th- Athletic Awards Night  

               @ 6:30 pm 
 

May 22nd- Academic Awards Night  

     @ 6:30 pm (invitation only) 
 

May 24th- 6th grade awards 9:00 am 

             -7th grade awards 1:30 pm 
 

May 25th- 8th grade awards day 
             -EARLY DISMISSAL 12:50 

              
 
 

Give your child three 
test-taking strategies 
that lead to success 

 

Whether it’s a short quiz in math class or a 
high-stakes standardized test, testing is a fact 
of life for today’s students. 
To help your child succeed on any test, 
encourage him to: 

 Read the directions carefully. This will 
keep him from making simple and avoidable 
mistakes. The directions could say, 
“Answer two of these four questions.” Or 
they could say that some multiple choice 
questions have more than one correct 
answer. On a math or science test, the 
directions will say whether your teen has 
to show his work. (Even if he gets the 
final answer wrong, perhaps he could get 
partial credit for showing his work.) 

 Use time wisely. Encourage your child to 
read through the entire test before 
answering any questions. Then, he should 
budget his time. If the essay question is 
worth 50 points, he will know how much 
time to allow. He’ll also know if he’s 
spending too much time on a single 
question. 

 Using time wisely also means using all 
the time available. Some students treat 
tests like a race— they want to be first 
across the finish line. Teach your middle 
schooler to use any extra time to check 
his work. 

Share reading strategies with middle 

schoolers 
Middle school students need to know how to read for meaning. 

They also need to be able to identify the main idea and draw 

inferences (read between the lines). Studies show that about one 

in four middle schoolers can’t do these things. 

To boost your child’s reading skills, encourage her to: 

 Ask questions. Good readers are curious. Before reading 

an assignment, your child should look it over and review 

the pictures and words in bold type. What questions do 

they raise in her mind? As she’s reading, have her jot 

down other questions. When she’s finished reading, she 

should be able to answer all of her questions. 

 Learn new words. As your child reads, she should write 

down any new words she learns along with their meanings. 

 Find the main idea. After your child reads an assignment 

for class, she should ask herself, “What was the main 

idea?” Paying attention to the main idea can help your 

child focus on what’s important in her reading. 

 Work on fluency. Middle schoolers should be able to read 

100-160 words per minute, depending on the difficulty of 

the text. Look for short articles that will interest your 

child and time her reading. Then, challenge her to read at 

a faster pace and still grasp the main idea. 

 

Help your child see 

mistakes on tests as 

learning opportunities 

 

Your middle schooler probably knows that a test is an 
assessment of what she has learned. But does she 
know that a test is also a way to learn? Unless your 
child is perfect, each test she takes should be a 
learning experience for her. 
To help your middle schooler learn the most from 
tests, encourage her to: 

 Jot down thoughts about the test as soon as 
possible after taking it. What did she struggle 
with? What does she think she knew best? 

 Keep the test if the teacher hands it back. 
Some teachers require students to correct 
their tests. If her teacher doesn’t, your child 
can correct it herself at home. She can use it 
as a study guide for midterms or finals. 

 Figure out what kinds of mistakes she made. 
Were they careless errors? That is a warning 
to pay closer attention when answering. 
Were they errors representing a lack of 
knowledge? Suggest that she come up with 
ways to study more effectively next time—
such as by taking notes from the textbook or 
making a study guide. 

 


